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Study for the city of New York - Red Hook Project 
Brooklyn, New York City, United States. 2008

Built in 1938, Red Hook is a large social housing development intended for longshoremen and their 
families. The complex is a success in terms of urban design as it includes areas where residents 
can meet and mingle. However, a sort of invisible wall surrounds it, isolating it from the rest of the 
neighbourhood. This proposal consists of a huge sculpture standing like a lighthouse at the junction of 
two areas that seldom mix, while words from the “text-legend” cover the façades of some of buildings 
in the form of painted metallic letters. This project pays tribute to the ties of friendship and solidarity 
that exist between the inhabitants of these neighbourhoods, which all too often become ghettoes.
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Text - legend

Two twin brothers and sisters would often play together in a large 
backyard. They didn’t live in the smallest house but in the highest 
building for miles around. David and Claire had many friends in the 
neighborhood and loved living there. They would often have meals at some 
neighbors’ and felt part of a large and friendly family. Often when the 
weather was sunny they would go out on the wooden piers to jump and dive 
into the water. It was close to the harbor where most of their dads 
worked. 
They were once playing on a long mall. David and his sister were digging 
a big hole in the ground. Suddenly, some water came out. David shouted. 
It was so magic…They were playing fishing with a water rod and line. 
They were having a lot of fun. A lonely boy just arriving from another 
country was watching them. Making friends was not easy, as he couldn’t 
speak a word of this new language. Nearby, he started digging his own 
hole so that he would get some attention from the twins. But even if his 
hole was deeper, no water came out. In order to have some water in his 
hole, he began peeing in it. All the children around pointed at him and 
made fun of what he had just done.  David and Claire were both touched 
by his courage and smiled at him in return. Claire began clapping in her 
hands and little by little, so did the other children. They all cracked 
laughing and this boy was now accepted on this ground. His name was 
Carlo.
 
Since then, they have remained best friends and this joke has become 
history in the neighborhood. No-one would have thought that one day a 
statue would be raised for such a little boy. Can you recall such a 
friendship that you would like to build a monument for? 
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Study for the city of New York
Flatbush & Nostrand Avenues, Brooklyn, New York City, États-Unis. 2007

In the area around Nostrand Avenue and Flatbush Avenue two communities belonging to different 
social classes coexist but rarely, if ever, mingle. The project is designed for the central avenue that 
separates these two communities. In this space, two majestic sculptures of lions will face each other 
majestically. One of them will bear a quote from Martin Luther King that appears on an inscription 
inside the famous Brooklyn College. Here, however, King’s words echo life in the street: “True peace 
is not the absence of tension, it is the presence of justice.” As she addresses local residents, the artist 
questions natural feelings of justice and injustice with respect to legality in a country whose history 
is closely bound up with these notions.
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Me, me, me and You

Yo, yo, yo y tú / Ana ana ana wua anta - Sunset Park Project
Brooklyn, New York City, 2007

Me, me, me and You project is based on the social reality of Sunset Park, Brooklyn, a highly multi-
cultural neighbourhood where there is nonetheless a real sense of harmony among the people who 
live there. The project aims to support this positive aspect of social life by creating a meeting place 
that relies on non-verbal interactions. The artist proposes to construct a huge revolving table like 
a carrousel at a place in the park where there used to be a merry-go-round. The locals could picnic 
here and share their culture through food, transforming the place into a public meeting area where 
people mingle and get to know one another.


